
42 C.F.R. § 37.51
Interpreting and classifying chest radiographs—digital radiography
systems.

(a) For each chest radiograph obtained at an approved facility using a digital radiography system, a qualified
and licensed physician who reads chest radiographs in the normal course of practice must provide an initial
clinical interpretation and notification, as specified in § 37.54, of any significant abnormal findings other
than pneumoconiosis.

(b) Chest radiographs must be classified for pneumoconiosis by physician readers (B Readers) who have
demonstrated ongoing proficiency, as specified in § 37.52(b), in classifying the pneumoconioses in a
manner consistent with the Guidelines for the Use of the ILO International Classification of Radiographs of
Pneumoconioses (incorporated by reference, see § 37.10). Chest radiograph classifications must be
recorded on a paper or electronic Chest Radiograph Classification Form (CDC/NIOSH 2.8).

(c) All B Readers, whenever classifying digitally-acquired chest radiographs made under the Act, must have
immediately available for reference a complete set of NIOSH-approved standard digital chest radiographic
images, including electronic images such as scanned images, provided for use with the Guidelines for the
Use of the ILO International Classification of Radiographs of Pneumoconioses (incorporated by reference,
see § 37.10).
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