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42 C.F.R. § 2a.1

Applicability.

(a) Section 303(a) of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 242a(a)) provides that “[t]he Secretary [of Health
and Human Services] may authorize persons engaged in research on mental health, including research on
the use and effect of alcohol and other psychoactive drugs, to protect the privacy of individuals who are the
subject of such research by withholding from all persons not connected with the conduct of such research
the names or other identifying characteristics of such individuals. Persons so authorized to protect the
privacy of such individuals may not be compelled in any Federal, State, or local civil, criminal,
administrative, legislative, or other proceedings to identify such individuals.” The regulations in this part
establish procedures under which any person engaged in research on mental health including research on
the use and effect of alcohol and other psychoactive drugs (whether or not the research is federally funded)
may, subject to the exceptions set forth in paragraph (b) of this section, apply for such an authorization of
confidentiality.
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