
42 C.F.R. § 21.72
Definitions.

(a) Child support. Periodic payments for the support and maintenance of a child or children, subject to and in
accordance with State or local law. This includes, but is not limited to payments to provide for health care,
education, recreation, clothing, or to meet other specific needs of such a child or children.

(b) Spousal support. Periodic payments for the support and maintenance of a spouse or former spouse in
accordance with State or local law. It includes, but is not limited to, separate maintenance, alimony
pendente lite, and maintenance. Spousal support does not include any payment for transfer of property or
its value by an individual to his or her spouse or former spouse in compliance with any community
property settlement, equitable distribution of property, or other division of property between spouse or
former spouse.
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