
42 C.F.R. § 121.8
Allocation of organs.

(a) Policy development. The Board of Directors established under § 121.3 shall develop, in accordance with the
policy development process described in § 121.4, policies for the equitable allocation of cadaveric organs
among potential recipients. Such allocation policies:

(1) Shall be based on sound medical judgment;

(2) Shall seek to achieve the best use of donated organs;

(3) Shall preserve the ability of a transplant program to decline an offer of an organ or not to use the organ for
the potential recipient in accordance with § 121.7(b)(4)(d) and (e);

(4) Shall be specific for each organ type or combination of organ types to be transplanted into a transplant
candidate;

(5) Shall be designed to avoid wasting organs, to avoid futile transplants, to promote patient access to
transplantation, and to promote the efficient management of organ placement;

(6) Shall be reviewed periodically and revised as appropriate;

(7) Shall include appropriate procedures to promote and review compliance including, to the extent
appropriate, prospective and retrospective reviews of each transplant program's application of the policies to
patients listed or proposed to be listed at the program; and

(8) Shall not be based on the candidate's place of residence or place of listing, except to the extent required by
paragraphs (a)(1)-(5) of this section.

(b) Allocation performance goals. Allocation policies shall be designed to achieve equitable allocation of organs
among patients consistent with paragraph (a) of this section through the following performance goals:

(1) Standardizing the criteria for determining suitable transplant candidates through the use of minimum
criteria (expressed, to the extent possible, through objective and measurable medical criteria) for adding
individuals to, and removing candidates from, organ transplant waiting lists;
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