
45 C.F.R. § 689.6
Investigations.

(a) When an awardee institution or another Federal agency has promptly initiated its own investigation, OIG
may defer an NSF inquiry or investigation until it receives the results of that external investigation. If it
does not receive the results within 180 days, OIG may proceed with its own investigation.

(b) If OIG decides to initiate an NSF investigation, it must give prompt written notice to the individual or
institutions to be investigated, unless notice would prejudice the investigation or unless a criminal
investigation is underway or under active consideration. If notice is delayed, it must be given as soon as it
will no longer prejudice the investigation or contravene requirements of law or Federal law-enforcement
policies.
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