
45 C.F.R. § 689.2
General policies and responsibilities.

(a) NSF will take appropriate action against individuals or institutions upon a finding that research
misconduct has occurred. Possible actions are described in § 689.3. NSF may also take interim action
during an investigation, as described in § 689.8.

(b) NSF will find research misconduct only after careful inquiry and investigation by an awardee institution,
by another Federal agency, or by NSF. An “inquiry” consists of preliminary information-gathering and
preliminary fact-finding to determine whether an allegation or apparent instance of research misconduct
has substance and if an investigation is warranted. An investigation must be undertaken if the inquiry
determines the allegation or apparent instance of research misconduct has substance. An “investigation”
is a formal development, examination and evaluation of a factual record to determine whether research
misconduct has taken place, to assess its extent and consequences, and to evaluate appropriate action.
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