
45 C.F.R. § 672.3
Powers and duties of the Director; Presiding Official; Office of Polar
Programs.

(a) Director. The Director of NSF shall exercise all powers and duties as prescribed or delegated under the Act
and these rules.

(b) The Director may delegate all or part of his authority. Partial delegation does not prevent the Presiding
Officer from referring any motion or case to the Director.

(c) Presiding Officer. The Director may designate one or more Presiding Officers to perform the functions
described below. The Presiding Officers shall be attorneys who are permanent or temporary employees of
the Foundation or some other Federal Agency and may perform other duties compatible with their
authority as hearing officers. Administrative Law Judges may perform the functions of Presiding Officers.
The Presiding Officer shall have performed no prosecutorial or investigatory functions in connection with
any matter related to the hearing.

(d) The Presiding Officer shall conduct a fair and impartial proceeding, assure that the facts are fully elicited,
adjudicate all issues, and avoid delay. The Presiding Officer shall have authority to:
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