
45 C.F.R. § 672.23
Final order on appeal.

(a) Contents of the final order. When an appeal has been taken or the Director issues a notice of intent to conduct
review sua sponte, the Director shall issue a final order as soon as practicable after the filing of all appellate
briefs or oral argument. The Director shall adopt, modify or set aside the findings and conclusions
contained in the decision or order being reviewed and shall set forth in the final order the reasons for his
actions. The Director may, in his discretion, increase or decrease the assessed penalty from the amount
recommended in the decision or order being reviewed, except that if the order being reviewed is a default
order, the Director may not increase the amount of the penalty.
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