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45 C.F.R. § 672.20

Initial decision.

(a) Filing and contents. The Presiding Officer shall issue and file with the Hearing Clerk an initial decision as
soon as practicable after the period for filing reply briefs, if any, has expired. The initial decision shall
contain findings of fact, conclusions regarding all material issues of law or discretion, the reasons for the
findings and conclusions, a recommended civil penalty assessment or other sanction, if appropriate, and a
proposed final order. Upon receipt of an initial decision, the Hearing Clerk shall forward a copy to all
parties, and shall send the original, along with the record of the proceeding, to the Director.
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