
45 C.F.R. § 305.2
Performance measures.

(a) The child support incentive system measures State performance levels in five program areas:

Paternity establishment; support order establishment; current collections; arrearage collections; and cost-
effectiveness. The penalty system measures State performance in three of these areas: Paternity establishment;
establishment of support orders; and current collections.

(1) Paternity Establishment Performance Level. States have the choice of being evaluated on one of the following
two measures for their paternity establishment percentage (commonly known as the PEP). The count of
children shall not include any child who is a dependent by reason of the death of a parent (unless paternity
is established for that child). It shall also not include any child whose parent is found to have good cause for
refusing to cooperate with the State agency in establishing paternity, or for whom the State agency
determines it is against the best interest of the child to pursue paternity issues.
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