
45 C.F.R. § 303.8
Review and adjustment of child support orders.

(a) Definition. For purposes of this section, Parent includes any custodial parent or noncustodial parent (or for
purposes of requesting a review, any other person or entity who may have standing to request an
adjustment to the child support order).

(b) Required procedures. Pursuant to section 466(a)(10) of the Act, when providing services under this chapter:

(1) The State must have procedures under which, within 36 months after establishment of the order or the
most recent review of the order (or such shorter cycle as the State may determine), if there is an assignment
under part A, or upon the request of either parent, the State shall, with respect to a support order being
enforced under title IV-D of the Act, taking into account the best interests of the child involved:

(i) Review and, if appropriate, adjust the order in accordance with the State's guidelines established pursuant to
section 467(a) of the Act if the amount of the child support award under the order differs from the amount that
would be awarded in accordance with the guidelines;

(ii) Apply a cost-of-living adjustment to the order in accordance with a formula developed by the State; or

(iii) Use automated methods (including automated comparisons with wage or State income tax data) to identify
orders eligible for review, conduct the review, identify orders eligible for adjustment, and apply the appropriate
adjustment to the orders eligible for adjustment under any threshold that may be established by the State.
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