
45 C.F.R. § 2522.230
Under what circumstances may an AmeriCorps participant be
released from completing a term of service, and what are the
consequences?

An AmeriCorps program may release a participant from completing a term of service for compelling personal
circumstances, as determined by the program, or for cause.

(a) Release for compelling personal circumstances.

(1) An AmeriCorps program may release a participant upon a determination by the program, consistent with
the criteria listed in paragraphs (a)(6) and (a)(7) of this section, that the participant is unable to complete the
term of service because of compelling personal circumstances, if the participant has otherwise performed
satisfactorily and has completed at least fifteen percent of the agreed term of service.

(2) A participant who is released for compelling personal circumstances and who completes at least 15 percent
of the required term of service is eligible for a pro-rated education award.

(3) The program must document the basis for any determination that compelling personal circumstances
prevent a participant from completing a term of service.

(4) Compelling personal circumstances include:

(i) Those that are beyond the participant's control, such as, but not limited to:

(A) A participant's disability or serious illness;

(B) Disability, serious illness, or death of a participant's family member if this makes completing a term
unreasonably difficult or impossible; or

(C) Conditions attributable to the program or otherwise unforeseeable and beyond the participant's control, such
as a natural disaster, a strike, relocation of a spouse, or the nonrenewal or premature closing of a project or
program, that make completing a term unreasonably difficult or impossible;
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