
45 C.F.R. § 2105.39
What search fees will you have to pay?

(a) The Agency will charge search fees for all requests, subject to the restrictions of §§ 2105.35(f), 2105.37, and
2105.38(a). The Agency may charge you for time spent searching even if it does not locate any responsive
records or if it determines that the records are entirely exempt from disclosure.

(b) For each quarter hour spent by personnel searching for requested records, including electronic searches
that do not require new programming, the fees will be the average hourly General Schedule (GS) base
salary, plus the District of Columbia locality payment, plus 16 percent for benefits, of employees in the
following three categories, as applicable:
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