
45 C.F.R. § 1626.2
Definitions.

(a) Anti-abuse statutes means the Violence Against Women Act of 1994, Pub. L. 103-322, 108 Stat. 1941, as
amended, and the Violence Against Women and Department of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005, Public
Law 109-162, 119 Stat. 2960 (collectively referred to as “VAWA”); Section 101(a)(15)(U) of the INA, 8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(15)(U); and the incorporation of these statutory provisions in section 502(a)(2)(C) of LSC's FY 1998
appropriation, Public Law 105-119, Title V, 111 Stat. 2440, 2510 as incorporated by reference thereafter; the
Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000, Public Law 106-386, 114 Stat. 1464 (“TVPA”),
as amended; and Section 101(a)(15)(T) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (“INA”), 8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)
(T).

(b) Battered or subjected to extreme cruelty includes, but is not limited to, being the victim of any act or
threatened act of violence, including any forceful detention, which results or threatens to result in physical
or mental injury. Psychological or sexual abuse or exploitation, including rape, molestation, incest (if the
victim is a minor), or forced prostitution may be considered acts of violence. Other abusive actions may
also be acts of violence under certain circumstances, including acts that, in and of themselves, may not
initially appear violent but that are a part of an overall pattern of violence.
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