
45 C.F.R. § 1355.44
Out-of-home care data file elements.

(a) General information—(1) Title IV-E agency. Indicate the title IV-E agency responsible for submitting the
Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) data in a format according to ACF's
specifications.

(2) Report date. The report date corresponds with the end of the report period. Indicate the last month and the
year of the report period.

(3) Local agency. Indicate the local county, jurisdiction, or equivalent unit that has primary responsibility for
the child in a format according to ACF's specifications.

(4) Child record number. Indicate the child's record number. This is an encrypted, unique person identification
number that is the same for the child, no matter where the child lives while in the placement and care
responsibility of the title IV-E agency in out-of-home care and across all report periods and episodes. The title
IV-E agency must apply and retain the same encryption routine or method for the person identification
number across all report periods. The record number must be encrypted in accordance with ACF standards.

(b) Child information—(1) Child's date of birth.  Indicate the month, day and year of the child's birth. If the
actual date of birth is unknown because the child has been abandoned, provide an estimated date of birth.
“Abandoned” means that the child was left alone or with others and the identity of the parent(s) or legal
guardian(s) is unknown and cannot be ascertained. This includes a child left at a “safe haven.”

(2) Child's sex. Indicate whether the child is “male” or “female.”

(3) Reason to know a child is an “Indian Child” as defined in the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA). For state title IV-E
agencies only: Indicate whether the state title IV-E agency made inquiries whether the child is an Indian child
as defined in ICWA. Indicate “yes” or “no.”

(4) Child's tribal membership. For state title IV-E agencies only:

(i) Indicate whether the child is a member of or eligible for membership in a federally recognized Indian tribe.
Indicate “yes,” “no,” or “unknown”.

(ii) If the state title IV-E agency indicated “yes” in paragraph (b)(4)(i) of this section, indicate all federally
recognized Indian tribe(s) that may potentially be the Indian child's tribe(s). The title IV-E agency must submit
the information in a format according to ACF's specifications.

(5) Application of ICWA. For state title IV-E agencies only:

(i) Indicate whether ICWA applies for the child. Indicate “yes,” “no,” or “unknown”.

(ii) If the state title IV-E agency indicated “yes” in paragraph (b)(5)(i) of this section, indicate the date that the
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state title IV-E agency was notified by the Indian tribe or state or tribal court that ICWA applies.

(6) Notification. For state title IV-E agencies only: If the state title IV-E agency indicated “yes” to paragraph (b)
(5)(i) of this section, the state title IV-E agency must indicate whether the Indian child's tribe(s) was sent legal
notice in accordance with 25 U.S.C. 1912(a). Indicate “yes” or “no.”

(7) Child's race. In general, a child's race is determined by the child, the child's parent(s) or legal guardian(s).
Indicate whether each race category listed in paragraphs (b)(7)(i) through (viii) of this section applies with a
“yes” or “no.”

(i) Race—American Indian or Alaska Native. An American Indian or Alaska Native child has origins in any of the
original peoples of North or South America (including Central America), and maintains tribal affiliation or
community attachment.

(ii) Race—Asian. An Asian child has origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia or the
Indian subcontinent including, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the
Philippine Islands, Thailand and Vietnam.

(iii) Race—Black or African American. A Black or African American child has origins in any of the black racial
groups of Africa.

(iv) Race—Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander. A Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander child has origins
in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa or other Pacific Islands.

(v) Race—White. A white child has origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East or North
Africa.

(vi) Race—unknown. The child or parent or legal guardian does not know, or is unable to communicate the race,
or at least one race of the child. This category does not apply when the child has been abandoned or the parents
failed to return and the identity of the child, parent(s), or legal guardian(s) is known.

(vii) Race—abandoned. The child's race is unknown because the child has been abandoned. “Abandoned” means
that the child was left alone or with others and the identity of the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) is unknown and
cannot be ascertained. This includes a child left at a “safe haven.”

(viii) Race—declined. The child or parent(s) or legal guardian(s) has declined to identify a race.

(8) Child's Hispanic or Latino ethnicity. In general, a child's ethnicity is determined by the child or the child's
parent(s) or legal guardian(s). A child is of Hispanic or Latino ethnicity if the child is a person of Cuban,
Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American or other Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race.
Indicate whether this category applies with a “yes” or “no.” If the child or the child's parent(s) or legal
guardian(s) does not know or is unable to communicate whether the child is of Hispanic or Latino ethnicity,
indicate “unknown.” If the child is abandoned indicate “abandoned.” Abandoned means that the child was left
alone or with others and the identity of the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) is unknown and cannot be
ascertained. This includes a child left at a “safe haven.” If the child or the child's parent(s) or legal guardian(s)
refuses to identify the child's ethnicity, indicate “declined.”

(9) Health assessment. Indicate whether the child had a health assessment during the current out-of-home care
episode. This assessment could include an initial health screening or any follow-up health screening pursuant
to section 422(b)(15)(A) of the Act. Indicate “yes” or “no.”

(10) Health, behavioral or mental health conditions. Indicate whether the child was diagnosed by a qualified
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professional, as defined by the state or tribe, as having a health, behavioral or mental health condition, prior to
or during the child's current out-of-home care episode as of the last day of the report period. Indicate “child
has a diagnosed condition” if a qualified professional has made such a diagnosis and for each paragraph (b)(10)
(i) through (xi) of this section, indicate “existing condition,” “previous condition” or “does not apply,” as
applicable. “Previous condition” means a previous diagnoses that no longer exists as a current condition.
Indicate “no exam or assessment conducted” if a qualified professional has not conducted a medical exam or
assessment of the child and leave paragraphs (b)(10)(i) through (xi) of this section blank. Indicate “exam or
assessment conducted and none of the conditions apply” if a qualified professional has conducted a medical
exam or assessment and has concluded that the child does not have one of the conditions listed and leave
paragraphs (b)(10)(i) through (xi) of this section blank. Indicate “exam or assessment conducted but results
not received” if a qualified professional has conducted a medical exam or assessment but the title IV-E agency
has not yet received the results of such an exam or assessment and leave paragraphs (b)(10)(i) through (xi) of
this section blank.

(i) Intellectual disability. The child has, or had previously, significantly sub-average general cognitive and motor
functioning existing concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior manifested during the developmental period
that adversely affect the child's socialization and learning.

(ii) Autism spectrum disorder. The child has, or had previously, a neurodevelopment disorder, characterized by
social impairments, communication difficulties, and restricted, repetitive, and stereotyped patterns of behavior.
This includes the range of disorders from autistic disorder, sometimes called autism or classical autism
spectrum disorder, to milder forms known as Asperger syndrome and pervasive developmental disorder not
otherwise specified.

(iii) Visual impairment and blindness. The child has, or had previously, a visual impairment that may adversely
affect the day-to-day functioning or educational performance, such as blindness, amblyopia, or color blindness.

(iv) Hearing impairment and deafness. The child has, or had previously, an impairment in hearing, whether
permanent or fluctuating, that adversely affects the child's day-to-day functioning and educational
performance.

(v) Orthopedic impairment or other physical condition. The child has, or had previously, a physical deformity, such
as amputations and fractures or burns that cause contractures, or an orthopedic impairment, including
impairments caused by a congenital anomalies or disease, such as cerebral palsy, spina bifida, multiple sclerosis,
or muscular dystrophy.

(vi) Mental/emotional disorders. The child has, or had previously, one or more mood or personality disorders or
conditions over a long period of time and to a marked degree, such as conduct disorder, oppositional defiant
disorder, emotional disturbance, anxiety disorder, obsessive-compulsive disorder, or eating disorder.

(vii) Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. The child has, or had previously, a diagnosis of the neurobehavioral
disorders of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) or attention deficit disorder (ADD).

(viii) Serious mental disorders. The child has, or had previously, a diagnosis of a serious mental disorder or illness,
such as bipolar disorder, depression, psychotic disorders, or schizophrenia.

(ix) Developmental delay. The child has been assessed by appropriate diagnostic instruments and procedures and
is experiencing delays in one or more of the following areas: Physical development or motor skills, cognitive
development, communication, language, or speech development, social or emotional development, or adaptive
development.
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(x) Developmental disability. The child has, or had previously been diagnosed with a developmental disability as
defined in the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (Pub. L. 106-402), section
102(8). This means a severe, chronic disability of an individual that is attributable to a mental or physical
impairment or combination of mental and physical impairments that manifests before the age of 22, is likely to
continue indefinitely and results in substantial functional limitations in three or more areas of major life activity.
Areas of major life activity include self-care, receptive and expressive language, learning, mobility, self-
direction, capacity for independent living, economic self-sufficiency, and reflects the individual's need for a
combination and sequence of special, interdisciplinary, or generic services, individualized supports or other
forms of assistance that are of lifelong or extended duration and are individually planned and coordinated. If a
child is given the diagnosis of “developmental disability,” do not indicate the individual conditions that form the
basis of this diagnosis separately in other data elements.

(xi) Other diagnosed condition. The child has, or had previously, a diagnosed condition or other health impairment
other than those described in paragraphs (b)(10)(i) through (x) of this section, which requires special medical
care, such as asthma, diabetes, chronic illnesses, a diagnosis as HIV positive or AIDS, epilepsy, traumatic brain
injury, other neurological disorders, speech/language impairment, learning disability, or substance use issues.

(11) School enrollment. Indicate whether the child is a full-time student at, and enrolled in (or in the process of
enrolling in), “elementary” or “secondary” education, or is a full or part-time student at and enrolled in a
“post-secondary education or training” or “college,” as of the earlier of the last day of the report period or the
day of exit for a child exiting out-of-home care prior to the end of the report period. A child is still considered
enrolled in school if the child would otherwise be enrolled in a school that is currently out of session. An
“elementary or secondary school student” is defined in section 471(a)(30) of the Act as a child that is enrolled
(or in the process of enrolling) in an institution which provides elementary or secondary education, as
determined under the law of the state or other jurisdiction in which the institution is located, instructed in
elementary or secondary education at home in accordance with a home school law of the state or other
jurisdiction in which the home is located, in an independent study elementary or secondary education program
in accordance with the law of the state or other jurisdiction in which the program is located, which is
administered by the local school or school district, or incapable of attending school on a full-time basis due to
the medical condition of the child, which incapability is supported by a regularly updated information in the
case plan of the child. Enrollment in “post-secondary education or training” refers to full or part-time
enrollment in any post-secondary education or training, other than an education pursued at a college or
university. Enrollment in “college” refers to a child that is enrolled full or part-time at a college or university.
If child has not reached compulsory school age, indicate “not school-age.” If the child has reached compulsory
school-age, but is not enrolled or is in the process of enrolling in any school setting full-time, indicate “not
enrolled.”

(12) Educational level. Indicate the highest educational level from kindergarten to college or post-secondary
education/training completed by the child as of the last day of the report period. If child has not reached
compulsory school-age, indicate “not school-age.” Indicate “kindergarten” if the child is currently in or
about to begin 1st grade. Indicate “1st grade” if the child is currently in or about to begin 2nd grade. Indicate
“2nd grade” if the child is currently in or about to begin 3rd grade. Indicate “3rd grade” if the child is currently
in or about to begin 4th grade. Indicate “4th grade” if the child is currently in or about to begin 5th grade.
Indicate “5th grade” if the child is currently in or about to begin 6th grade. Indicate “6th grade” if the child is
currently in or about to begin 7th grade. Indicate “7th grade” if the child is currently in or about to begin 8th
grade. Indicate “8th grade” if the child is currently in or about to begin 9th grade. Indicate “9th grade” if the
child is currently in or about to begin 10th grade. Indicate “10th grade” if the child is currently in or about to
begin 11th grade. Indicate “11th grade” if the child is currently in or about to begin 12th grade. Indicate “12th
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grade” if the child has graduated from high school. Indicate “GED” if the child has completed a general
equivalency degree or other high school equivalent. Indicate “Post-secondary education or training” if the
child has completed any post-secondary education or training, including vocational training, other than an
education pursued at a college or university. Indicate “College” if the child has completed at least a semester of
study at a college or university.
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