
45 C.F.R. § 1355.20
Definitions.

(a) Unless otherwise specified, the following terms as they appear in 45 CFR parts 1355, 1356 and 1357 of this
title are defined as follows—

Act means the Social Security Act, as amended.

ACYF means the Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Administration for Children and Families
(ACF), U. S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Adoption means the method provided by State law, or for a Tribal title IV-E agency, Tribal law, which establishes
the legal relationship of parent and child between persons who are not so related by birth, with the same mutual
rights and obligations that exist between children and their birth parents. This relationship can only be termed
“adoption” after the legal process is complete.

Child abuse and neglect means the definition contained in 42 U.S.C. 5106(g)(2).

Child care institution means a private child care institution, or a public child care institution which accommodates
no more than twenty-five children, and is licensed by the licensing authority responsible for licensing or
approval of institutions of this type as meeting the standards established for such licensing. The licensing
authority must be a State authority in the State in which the child care institution is located, a Tribal authority
with respect to a child care institution on or near an Indian Reservation, or a Tribal authority of a Tribal title IV-E
agency with respect to a child care institution in the Tribal title IV-E agency's service area. This definition must
not include detention facilities, forestry camps, training schools, or any other facility operated primarily for the
detention of children who are determined to be delinquent.

Commissioner means the Commissioner on Children, Youth and Families, Administration for Children and
Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Date a child is considered to have entered foster care means the earlier of: The date of the first judicial finding that
the child has been subjected to child abuse or neglect; or, the date that is 60 calendar days after the date on which
the child is removed from the home pursuant to § 1356.21(k). A title IV-E agency may use a date earlier than that
required in this definition, such as the date the child is physically removed from the home. This definition
determines the date used in calculating all time period requirements for the periodic reviews, permanency
hearings, and termination of parental rights provision in section 475(5) of the Act and for providing time-
limited reunification services described at section 431(a)(7) of the Act. The definition has no relationship to
establishing initial title IV-E eligibility.

Department means the United States Department of Health and Human Services.

Detention facility in the context of the definition of child care institution in section 472(c)(2) of the Act means a
physically restricting facility for the care of children who require secure custody pending court adjudication,
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court disposition, execution of a court order or after commitment.
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