
45 C.F.R. § 1330.5
Stages of development.

For any Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research Projects and Centers Program competition,
the Department may require in the notice inviting applications for the competition that the applicant identify the
stage(s) of development in which it will focus the work of its proposed project or center. The three stages of
development are:

(a) Proof of concept means the stage of development where key technical challenges are resolved. Stage
activities may include recruiting study participants, verifying product requirements; implementing and
testing (typically in controlled contexts) key concepts, components, or systems, and resolving technical
challenges. A technology transfer plan is typically developed and transfer partner(s) identified; and plan
implementation may have started. Stage results establish that a product concept is feasible.
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