
45 C.F.R. § 1330.4
Stages of research.

For any Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research Projects and Centers Program competition,
the Department may require in the application materials for the competition that the applicant identify the
stage(s) of research in which it will focus the work of its proposed project or center. The four stages of research
are:

(a) Exploration and discovery mean the stage of research that generates hypotheses or theories through new
and refined analyses of data, producing observational findings and creating other sources of research-
based information. This research stage may include identifying or describing the barriers to and facilitators
of improved outcomes of individuals with disabilities, as well as identifying or describing existing
practices, programs, or policies that are associated with important aspects of the lives of individuals with
disabilities. Results achieved under this stage of research may inform the development of interventions or
lead to evaluations of interventions or policies. The results of the exploration and discovery stage of
research may also be used to inform decisions or priorities;
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