
45 C.F.R. § 1330.24
Selection criteria.

In addition to criteria established under § 1330.23(a)(1), the Director may select one or more of the following
criteria in evaluating an application:

(a) Importance of the problem. In determining the importance of the problem, the Director considers one or
more of the following factors:

(1) The extent to which the applicant clearly describes the need and target population.

(2) The extent to which the proposed activities further the purposes of the Rehabilitation Act.

(3) The extent to which the proposed activities address a significant need of individuals with disabilities.

(4) The extent to which the proposed activities address a significant need of rehabilitation service providers.

(5) The extent to which the proposed activities address a significant need of those who provide services to
individuals with disabilities.

(6) The extent to which the applicant proposes to provide training in a rehabilitation discipline or area of study
in which there is a shortage of qualified researchers, or to a trainee population in which there is a need for more
qualified researchers.

(7) The extent to which the proposed project will have beneficial impact on the target population.

(b) Responsiveness to an absolute or competitive priority. In determining the application's responsiveness to the
application package or the absolute or competitive priority published in the Federal Register, the Director
considers one or more of the following factors:

(1) The extent to which the applicant addresses all requirements of the absolute or competitive priority.

(2) The extent to which the applicant's proposed activities are likely to achieve the purposes of the absolute or
competitive priority.

(c) Design of research activities. In determining the extent to which the design is likely to be effective in
accomplishing the objectives of the project, the Director considers one or more of the following factors:

(1) The extent to which the research activities constitute a coherent, sustained approach to research in the
field, including a substantial addition to the state-of-the-art.

(2) The extent to which the methodology of each proposed research activity is meritorious, including
consideration of the extent to which:

(i) The proposed design includes a comprehensive and informed review of the current literature, demonstrating
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knowledge of the state-of-the-art;

(ii) Each research hypothesis or research question, as appropriate, is theoretically sound and based on current
knowledge;

(iii) Each sample is drawn from an appropriate, specified population and is of sufficient size to address the
proposed hypotheses or research questions, as appropriate, and to support the proposed data analysis methods;

(iv) The source or sources of the data and the data collection methods are appropriate to address the proposed
hypotheses or research questions and to support the proposed data analysis methods;

(v) The data analysis methods are appropriate;

(vi) Implementation of the proposed research design is feasible, given the current state of the science and the
time and resources available;

(vii) Input of individuals with disabilities and other key stakeholders is used to shape the proposed research
activities; and

(viii) The applicant identifies and justifies the stage of research being proposed and the research methods
associated with the stage.

(3) The extent to which anticipated research results are likely to satisfy the original hypotheses or answer the
original research questions, as appropriate, and could be used for planning additional research, including
generation of new hypotheses or research questions, where applicable.
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