
45 C.F.R. § 1326.20
Agency designated as the State Protection and Advocacy System.

(a) The designating official must designate the State official or public or private agency to be accountable for
proper use of funds and conduct of the Protection and Advocacy System.

(b) An agency of the State or private agency providing direct services, including guardianship services, may
not be designated as the agency to administer the Protection and Advocacy System.

(c) In the event that an entity outside of the State government is designated to carry out the program, the
designating official or entity must assign a responsible State official to receive, on behalf of the State,
notices of disallowances and compliance actions as the State is accountable for the proper and appropriate
expenditure of Federal funds.

(d)

(1) Prior to any redesignation of the agency which administers and operates the State Protection and Advocacy
System, the designating official must give written notice of the intention to make the redesignation to the
agency currently administering and operating the State Protection and Advocacy System by registered or
certified mail. The notice must indicate that the proposed redesignation is being made for good cause. The
designating official also must publish a public notice of the proposed action. The agency and the public shall
have a reasonable period of time, but not less than 45 days, to respond to the notice.

(2) The public notice must include:

(i) The Federal requirements for the State Protection and Advocacy System for individuals with developmental
disabilities (section 143 of the Act); and where applicable, the requirements of other Federal advocacy programs
administered by the State Protection and Advocacy System;

(ii) The goals and function of the State's Protection and Advocacy System including the current Statement of
Goals and Priorities;

(iii) The name and address of the agency currently designated to administer and operate the State Protection and
Advocacy System, and an indication of whether the agency also operates other Federal advocacy programs;

(iv) A description of the current agency operating and administering the Protection and Advocacy System
including, as applicable, descriptions of other Federal advocacy programs it operates;
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