
45 C.F.R. § 1326.19
Definitions.

As used in this subpart and subpart C of this part, the following definitions apply:

Abuse. The term “abuse” means any act or failure to act which was performed, or which was failed to be
performed, knowingly, recklessly, or intentionally, and which caused, or may have caused, injury or death to an
individual with developmental disabilities, and includes but is not limited to such acts as: Verbal, nonverbal,
mental and emotional harassment; rape or sexual assault; striking; the use of excessive force when placing such
an individual in bodily restraints; the use of bodily or chemical restraints which is not in compliance with Federal
and State laws and regulations, or any other practice which is likely to cause immediate physical or psychological
harm or result in long term harm if such practices continue. In addition, the P&A may determine, in its discretion
that a violation of an individual's legal rights amounts to abuse, such as if an individual is subject to significant
financial exploitation.
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