
45 C.F.R. § 1321.55
Mission of the area agency.

(a) The Act intends that the area agency on aging shall be the lead on all aging issues on behalf of all older
individuals and family caregivers in the planning and service area. The area agency shall proactively carry
out, under the leadership and direction of the State agency, a wide range of functions including advocacy,
planning, coordination, inter-agency collaboration, information sharing, monitoring, and evaluation. The
area agency shall lead the development or enhancement of comprehensive and coordinated community-
based systems in, or serving, each community in the planning and service area. These systems shall be
designed to assist older individuals and family caregivers in leading independent, meaningful, healthy,
and dignified lives in their own homes and communities.
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