
45 C.F.R. § 1304.11
Basis for determining whether a Head Start agency will be subject to
an open competition.

A Head Start or Early Head Start agency will be required to compete for its next five years of funding whenever
the responsible HHS official determines that one or more of the following seven conditions existed during the
relevant time period under § 1304.15:

(a) An agency has two or more deficiencies across reviews conducted under section 641A(c)(1)(A), (C), or (D)
of the Act during the relevant time period under § 1304.15.

(b) An agency has not, based on a review conducted under section 641A(c)(1)(A), (C), or (D) of the Act during
the relevant time period under § 1304.15:

(1) Established program goals for improving the school readiness of children participating in its program in
accordance with the requirements of section 641A(g)(2) of the Act and demonstrated that such goals:

(i) Appropriately reflect the ages of children, birth to five, participating in the program;

(ii) Align with the Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework: Ages Birth to Five, state early learning
guidelines, and the requirements and expectations of the schools, to the extent that they apply to the ages of
children, birth to five, participating in the program and at a minimum address the domains of language and
literacy development, cognition and general knowledge, approaches toward learning, physical well-being and
motor development, and social and emotional development;
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