
45 C.F.R. § 1302.33
Child screenings and assessments.

(a) Screening. (1) In collaboration with each child's parent and with parental consent, a program must
complete or obtain a current developmental screening to identify concerns regarding a child's
developmental, behavioral, motor, language, social, cognitive, and emotional skills within 45 calendar
days of when the child first attends the program or, for the home-based program option, receives a home
visit. A program that operates for 90 days or less must complete or obtain a current developmental
screening within 30 calendar days of when the child first attends the program.

(2) A program must use one or more research-based developmental standardized screening tools to complete
the screening. A program must use as part of the screening additional information from family members,
teachers, and relevant staff familiar with the child's typical behavior.

(3) If warranted through screening and additional relevant information and with direct guidance from a mental
health or child development professional a program must, with the parent's consent, promptly and
appropriately address any needs identified through:

(i) Referral to the local agency responsible for implementing IDEA for a formal evaluation to assess the child's
eligibility for services under IDEA as soon as possible, and not to exceed timelines required under IDEA; and,

(ii) Partnership with the child's parents and the relevant local agency to support families through the formal
evaluation process.
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