
45 C.F.R. § 1302.31
Teaching and the learning environment.

(a) Teaching and the learning environment. A center-based and family child care program must ensure teachers
and other relevant staff provide responsive care, effective teaching, and an organized learning
environment that promotes healthy development and children's skill growth aligned with the Head Start
Early Learning Outcomes Framework: Ages Birth to Five, including for children with disabilities. A program
must also support implementation of such environment with integration of regular and ongoing
supervision and a system of individualized and ongoing professional development, as appropriate. This
includes, at a minimum, the practices described in paragraphs (b) through (e) of this section.

(b) Effective teaching practices. (1) Teaching practices must:

(i) Emphasize nurturing and responsive practices, interactions, and environments that foster trust and
emotional security; are communication and language rich; promote critical thinking and problem-solving;
social, emotional, behavioral, and language development; provide supportive feedback for learning; motivate
continued effort; and support all children's engagement in learning experiences and activities;

(ii) Focus on promoting growth in the developmental progressions described in the Head Start Early Learning
Outcomes Framework: Ages Birth to Five by aligning with and using the Framework and the curricula as described
in § 1302.32 to direct planning of organized activities, schedules, lesson plans, and the implementation of
high-quality early learning experiences that are responsive to and build upon each child's individual pattern of
development and learning;
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