
45 C.F.R. § 1302.21
Center-based option.

(a) Setting. The center-based option delivers the full range of services, consistent with § 1302.20(b). Education
and child development services are delivered primarily in classroom settings.

(b) Ratios and group size. (1) Staff-child ratios and group size maximums must be determined by the age of the
majority of children and the needs of children present. A program must determine the age of the majority
of children in a class at the start of the year and may adjust this determination during the program year, if
necessary. Where state or local licensing requirements are more stringent than the teacher-child ratios
and group size specifications in this section, a program must meet the stricter requirements. A program
must maintain appropriate ratios during all hours of program operation, except:

(i) For brief absences of a teaching staff member for no more than five minutes; and,

(ii) During nap time, one teaching staff member may be replaced by one staff member or trained volunteer
who does not meet the teaching qualifications required for the age.

(2) An Early Head Start or Migrant or Seasonal Head Start class that serves children under 36 months old must
have two teachers with no more than eight children, or three teachers with no more than nine children. Each
teacher must be assigned consistent, primary responsibility for no more than four children to promote
continuity of care for individual children. A program must minimize teacher changes throughout a child's
enrollment, whenever possible, and consider mixed age group classes to support continuity of care.
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