
45 C.F.R. § 1302.17
Suspension and expulsion.

(a) Limitations on suspension. (1) A program must prohibit or severely limit the use of suspension due to a
child's behavior. Such suspensions may only be temporary in nature.

(2) A temporary suspension must be used only as a last resort in extraordinary circumstances where there is a
serious safety threat that cannot be reduced or eliminated by the provision of reasonable modifications.

(3) Before a program determines whether a temporary suspension is necessary, a program must engage with a
mental health consultant, collaborate with the parents, and utilize appropriate community resources—such as
behavior coaches, psychologists, other appropriate specialists, or other resources—as needed, to determine no
other reasonable option is appropriate.
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