
45 C.F.R. § 1184.2
What are IMLS's general policies with respect to FOIA?

(a) Presumption of openness. IMLS administers the FOIA with a presumption of openness. Under this
presumption, IMLS makes discretionary disclosures of records whenever such disclosure would not
foreseeably harm an interest protected by a FOIA exemption or otherwise be prohibited by law.

(b) Records available at the IMLS FOIA Electronic Reading Room. IMLS makes records available on its website
Reading Room in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(2), as amended, as well as other records that have been
requested three or more times or that, because of the nature of their subject matter, are likely to be the
subject of FOIA requests. IMLS establishes categories of records that can be disclosed regularly and
proactively identifies and discloses additional records of interest to the public. To save time and money,
and maximize efficiency, IMLS strongly urges individuals who seek information from IMLS to review
documents available at the IMLS FOIA Electronic Reading Room before submitting a FOIA request.

(c) Definitions. For purposes of this part, IMLS adopts all of the terms defined in the Freedom of Information
Act, and the OMB Guidelines, unless otherwise defined in this part.

(1) Commercial use request. A request by or on behalf of anyone who seeks information for a use or purpose that
furthers his or her commercial, trade, or profit interests, which can include furthering those interests through
litigation.
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