
45 C.F.R. § 1177.2
Definitions and construction.

(a) For the purposes of the standards in this part, the terms “claim” and “debt” are synonymous and
interchangeable. They refer to an amount of money, funds, or property that an agency official has
determined to be due the United States from any person, organization, or entity, except another Federal
agency. For the purposes of administrative offset under 31 U.S.C. 3716, the terms “claim” and “debt”
include an amount of money, funds, or property owed by a person to a State (including past-due support
being enforced by a State), the District of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, the United States Virgin
Islands, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
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