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45 C.F.R. § 301.1

General definitions.

When used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates:
Act means the Social Security Act, and the title referred to is title IV-D of that Act.
Agent of a Child means a caretaker relative having custody of or responsibility for the child.

Applicable matching rate means the rate of Federal funding of State IV-D programs' administrative costs for the
appropriate fiscal year. The applicable matching rate for FY 1990 and thereafter is 66 percent.

Assigned support obligation means, unless otherwise specified, any support obligation which has been assigned to
the State under section 408(a)(3) of the Act or section 471(a)(17) of the Act, or any medical support obligation or
payment for medical care from any third party which has been assigned to the State under 42 CFR 433.146.

Assignment means, unless otherwise specified, any assignment of rights to support under section 408(a)(3) of the
Act or section 471(a)(17) of the Act, or any assignment of rights to medical support and to payment for medical
care from any third party under 42 CFR 433.146.

Attorney of a Child means a licensed lawyer who has entered into an attorney-client relationship with either the
child or the child's resident parent to provide legal representation to the child or resident parent related to
establishment of paternity, or the establishment, modification, or enforcement of child support. An attorney-
client relationship imposes an ethical and fiduciary duty upon the attorney to represent the client's best interests
under applicable rules of professional responsibility.

Birthing hospital means a hospital that has an obstetric care unit or provides obstetric services, or a birthing
center associated with a hospital. A birthing center is a facility outside a hospital that provides maternity services.

Central authority means the agency designated by a government to facilitate support enforcement with a foreign
reciprocating country (FRC) pursuant to section 459A of the Act.

Central registry means a single unit or office within the State IV-D agency which receives, disseminates and has
oversight responsibility for processing incoming interstate IV-D cases, including UIFSA petitions and requests
for wage withholding in IV-D cases and, at the option of the State, intrastate IV-D cases.
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