
45 C.F.R. § 206.10
Application, determination of eligibility and furnishing of assistance.

(a) State plan requirements. A State plan under title I, IV-A, X, XIV, or XVI(AABD), of that Social Security Act
shall provide that:

(1) Each individual wishing to do so shall have the opportunity to apply for assistance under the plan without
delay. Under this requirement:

(i) Each individual may apply under whichever of the State plan plans he chooses;

(ii) The agency shall require a written application, signed under a penalty of perjury, on a form prescribed by the
State agency, from the applicant himself, or his authorized representative, or, where the applicant is
incompetent or incapacitated, someone acting responsibly for him. When an individual is required to be included
in an existing assistance unit pursuant to paragraph (a)(1)(vii), such individual will be considered to be included
in the application, as of the date he is required to be included in the assistance unit;

(iii) An applicant may be assisted, if he so desires, by an individual(s) of his choice (who need not be a lawyer) in
the various aspects of the application process and the redetermination of eligibility and may be accompanied by
such individual(s) in contacts with the agency and when so accompanied may also be represented by them.

(iv)-(v) [Reserved]

(vi) Every recipient in a State which provides a supplemental payment under § 233.27 of this chapter shall have
an opportunity to request that payment without delay.

(vii) For AFDC only, in order for the family to be eligible, an application with respect to a dependent child must
also include, if living in the same household and otherwise eligible for assistance:

(A) Any natural or adoptive parent, or stepparent (in the case of States with laws of general applicability); and

(B) Any blood-related or adoptive brother or sister; Exception: needs and income of disqualified alien siblings,
pursuant to § 233.50(c), are not considered in determining the eligibility and payment of an otherwise eligible
dependent child.

(2)

(i) Applicants shall be informed about the eligibility requirements and their rights and obligations under the
program. Under this requirement individuals are given information in written form, and orally as appropriate,
about coverage, conditions of eligibility, scope of the program, and related services available, and the rights and
responsibilities of applicants for and recipients of assistance. Specifically developed bulletins or pamphlets
explaining the rules regarding eligibility and appeals in simple, understandable terms are publicized and
available in quantity.
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