
45 C.F.R. § 164.510
Uses and disclosures requiring an opportunity for the individual to
agree or to object.

A covered entity may use or disclose protected health information, provided that the individual is informed in
advance of the use or disclosure and has the opportunity to agree to or prohibit or restrict the use or disclosure, in
accordance with the applicable requirements of this section. The covered entity may orally inform the individual
of and obtain the individual's oral agreement or objection to a use or disclosure permitted by this section.

(a) Standard: Use and disclosure for facility directories—(1) Permitted uses and disclosure. Except when an
objection is expressed in accordance with paragraphs (a)(2) or (3) of this section, a covered health care
provider may:

(i) Use the following protected health information to maintain a directory of individuals in its facility:

(A) The individual's name;

(B) The individual's location in the covered health care provider's facility;

(C) The individual's condition described in general terms that does not communicate specific medical
information about the individual; and

(D) The individual's religious affiliation; and

(ii) Use or disclose for directory purposes such information:

(A) To members of the clergy; or

(B) Except for religious affiliation, to other persons who ask for the individual by name.

(2) Opportunity to object. A covered health care provider must inform an individual of the protected health
information that it may include in a directory and the persons to whom it may disclose such information
(including disclosures to clergy of information regarding religious affiliation) and provide the individual with the
opportunity to restrict or prohibit some or all of the uses or disclosures permitted by paragraph (a)(1) of this
section.
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