
2 C.F.R. § 422.3
Inquiry, investigation, and adjudication.

A research institution that conducts extramural research funded by USDA bears primary responsibility for
prevention and detection of research misconduct and for the inquiry, investigation, and adjudication of research
misconduct allegations reported directly to it. The research institution must perform an inquiry in response to an
allegation, and must follow the inquiry with an investigation if the inquiry determines that the allegation or
apparent instance of research misconduct has substance. The responsibilities for adjudication must be separate
from those for inquiry and investigation. In most instances, USDA will rely on a research institution conducting
extramural research to promptly:
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