
2 C.F.R. § 422.1
Definitions.

The following definitions apply to this part:

Adjudication. The stage in response to an allegation of research misconduct when the outcome of the
investigation is reviewed, and appropriate corrective actions, if any, are determined. Corrective actions generally
will be administrative in nature, such as termination of an award, debarment, award restrictions, recovery of
funds, or correction of the research record. However, if there is an indication of violation of civil or criminal
statutes, civil or criminal sanctions may be pursued.

Agency Research Integrity Officer (ARIO). The individual appointed by a USDA agency that conducts research and
who is responsible for:

(1) Receiving and processing allegations of research misconduct as assigned by the USDA RIO;

(2) Informing OIG and the USDA RIO and the research institution associated with the alleged research
misconduct, of allegations of research misconduct in the event it is reported to the USDA agency;

(3) Ensuring that any records, documents and other materials relating to a research misconduct allegation are
provided to OIG when requested;

(4) Coordinating actions taken to address allegations of research misconduct with respect to extramural
research with the research institution(s) at which time the research misconduct is alleged to have
occurred, and with the USDA RIO;

(5) Overseeing proceedings to address allegations of extramurally funded research misconduct at intramural
research institutions and research institutions where extramural research occurs;
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