
2 C.F.R. § 200.320
Methods of procurement to be followed.

The non-Federal entity must have and use documented procurement procedures, consistent with the standards
of this section and §§ 200.317, 200.318, and 200.319 for any of the following methods of procurement used for the
acquisition of property or services required under a Federal award or sub-award.

(a) Informal procurement methods. When the value of the procurement for property or services under a Federal
award does not exceed the simplified acquisition threshold (SAT), as defined in § 200.1, or a lower threshold
established by a non-Federal entity, formal procurement methods are not required. The non-Federal entity
may use informal procurement methods to expedite the completion of its transactions and minimize the
associated administrative burden and cost. The informal methods used for procurement of property or
services at or below the SAT include:

(1) Micro-purchases—(i) Distribution. The acquisition of supplies or services, the aggregate dollar amount of
which does not exceed the micro-purchase threshold (See the definition of micro-purchase in § 200.1). To the
maximum extent practicable, the non-Federal entity should distribute micro-purchases equitably among
qualified suppliers.

(ii) Micro-purchase awards. Micro-purchases may be awarded without soliciting competitive price or rate
quotations if the non-Federal entity considers the price to be reasonable based on research, experience, purchase
history or other information and documents it files accordingly. Purchase cards can be used for micro-purchases
if procedures are documented and approved by the non-Federal entity.

(iii) Micro-purchase thresholds. The non-Federal entity is responsible for determining and documenting an
appropriate micro-purchase threshold based on internal controls, an evaluation of risk, and its documented
procurement procedures. The micro-purchase threshold used by the non-Federal entity must be authorized or
not prohibited under State, local, or tribal laws or regulations. Non-Federal entities may establish a threshold
higher than the Federal threshold established in the Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) in accordance with
paragraphs (a)(1)(iv) and (v) of this section.
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