
2 C.F.R. § 200.1
Definitions.

These are the definitions for terms used in this part. Different definitions may be found in Federal statutes or
regulations that apply more specifically to particular programs or activities. These definitions could be
supplemented by additional instructional information provided in governmentwide standard information
collections. For purposes of this part, the following definitions apply:

Acquisition cost means the cost of the asset including the cost to ready the asset for its intended use. Acquisition
cost for equipment, for example, means the net invoice price of the equipment, including the cost of any
modifications, attachments, accessories, or auxiliary apparatus necessary to make it usable for the purpose for
which it is acquired. Acquisition costs for software includes those development costs capitalized in accordance
with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Ancillary charges, such as taxes, duty, protective in transit
insurance, freight, and installation may be included in or excluded from the acquisition cost in accordance with
the non-Federal entity's regular accounting practices.

Advance payment means a payment that a Federal awarding agency or pass-through entity makes by any
appropriate payment mechanism, including a predetermined payment schedule, before the non-Federal entity
disburses the funds for program purposes.

Allocation means the process of assigning a cost, or a group of costs, to one or more cost objective(s), in
reasonable proportion to the benefit provided or other equitable relationship. The process may entail assigning a
cost(s) directly to a final cost objective or through one or more intermediate cost objectives.

Assistance listings refers to the publicly available listing of Federal assistance programs managed and
administered by the General Services Administration, formerly known as the Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance (CFDA).

Assistance listing number means a unique number assigned to identify a Federal Assistance Listings, formerly
known as the CFDA Number.

Assistance listing program title means the title that corresponds to the Federal Assistance Listings Number,
formerly known as the CFDA program title.

Audit finding means deficiencies which the auditor is required by § 200.516(a) to report in the schedule of
findings and questioned costs.

Auditee means any non-Federal entity that expends Federal awards which must be audited under subpart F of this
part.

Auditor means an auditor who is a public accountant or a Federal, State, local government, or Indian tribe audit
organization, which meets the general standards specified for external auditors in generally accepted
government auditing standards (GAGAS). The term auditor does not include internal auditors of nonprofit

Copyright © 2024 by Society of Corporate Compliance and Ethics (SCCE) & Health Care Compliance Association (HCCA). No claim to original US
Government works. All rights reserved. Usage is governed under this website’s .

- 1 -

Terms of Use

https://compliancecosmos.org/definitions-1361
https://www.hcca-info.org/terms-use
https://www.hcca-info.org/terms-use


organizations.

Budget means the financial plan for the Federal award that the Federal awarding agency or pass-through entity
approves during the Federal award process or in subsequent amendments to the Federal award. It may include
the Federal and non-Federal share or only the Federal share, as determined by the Federal awarding agency or
pass-through entity.

Budget period means the time interval from the start date of a funded portion of an award to the end date of that
funded portion during which recipients are authorized to expend the funds awarded, including any funds carried
forward or other revisions pursuant to § 200.308.

Capital assets means:

(1) Tangible or intangible assets used in operations having a useful life of more than one year which are
capitalized in accordance with GAAP. Capital assets include:

(i) Land, buildings (facilities), equipment, and intellectual property (including software) whether acquired by
purchase, construction, manufacture, exchange, or through a lease accounted for as financed purchase under
Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) standards or a finance lease under Financial Accounting
Standards Board (FASB) standards; and

(ii) Additions, improvements, modifications, replacements, rearrangements, reinstallations, renovations or
alterations to capital assets that materially increase their value or useful life (not ordinary repairs and
maintenance).

(2) For purpose of this part, capital assets do not include intangible right-to-use assets (per GASB) and right-
to-use operating lease assets (per FASB). For example, assets capitalized that recognize a lessee's right to
control the use of property and/or equipment for a period of time under a lease contract. See also §
200.465.

Capital expenditures means expenditures to acquire capital assets or expenditures to make additions,
improvements, modifications, replacements, rearrangements, reinstallations, renovations, or alterations to
capital assets that materially increase their value or useful life.

Central service cost allocation plan means the documentation identifying, accumulating, and allocating or
developing billing rates based on the allowable costs of services provided by a State or local government or
Indian tribe on a centralized basis to its departments and agencies. The costs of these services may be allocated
or billed to users.

Claim means, depending on the context, either:

(1) A written demand or written assertion by one of the parties to a Federal award seeking as a matter of right:

(i) The payment of money in a sum certain;

(ii) The adjustment or interpretation of the terms and conditions of the Federal award; or

(iii) Other relief arising under or relating to a Federal award.

(2) A request for payment that is not in dispute when submitted.

Class of Federal awards means a group of Federal awards either awarded under a specific program or group of
programs or to a specific type of non-Federal entity or group of non-Federal entities to which specific provisions
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or exceptions may apply.

Closeout means the process by which the Federal awarding agency or pass-through entity determines that all
applicable administrative actions and all required work of the Federal award have been completed and takes
actions as described in § 200.344.

Cluster of programs means a grouping of closely related programs that share common compliance requirements.
The types of clusters of programs are research and development (R&D), student financial aid (SFA), and other
clusters. “Other clusters” are as defined by OMB in the compliance supplement or as designated by a State for
Federal awards the State provides to its subrecipients that meet the definition of a cluster of programs. When
designating an “other cluster,” a State must identify the Federal awards included in the cluster and advise the
subrecipients of compliance requirements applicable to the cluster, consistent with § 200.332(a). A cluster of
programs must be considered as one program for determining major programs, as described in § 200.518, and,
with the exception of R&D as described in § 200.501(c), whether a program-specific audit may be elected.

Cognizant agency for audit means the Federal agency designated to carry out the responsibilities described in §
200.513(a). The cognizant agency for audit is not necessarily the same as the cognizant agency for indirect costs.
A list of cognizant agencies for audit can be found on the Federal Audit Clearinghouse (FAC) website.

Cognizant agency for indirect costs means the Federal agency responsible for reviewing, negotiating, and
approving cost allocation plans or indirect cost proposals developed under this part on behalf of all Federal
agencies. The cognizant agency for indirect cost is not necessarily the same as the cognizant agency for audit. For
assignments of cognizant agencies see the following:

(1) For Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs): Appendix III to this part, paragraph C.11.

(2) For nonprofit organizations: Appendix IV to this part, paragraph C.2.a.

(3) For State and local governments: Appendix V to this part, paragraph F.1.

(4) For Indian tribes: Appendix VII to this part, paragraph D.1.

Compliance supplement means an annually updated authoritative source for auditors that serves to identify
existing important compliance requirements that the Federal Government expects to be considered as part of an
audit. Auditors use it to understand the Federal program's objectives, procedures, and compliance requirements,
as well as audit objectives and suggested audit procedures for determining compliance with the relevant Federal
program.

Computing devices means machines used to acquire, store, analyze, process, and publish data and other
information electronically, including accessories (or “peripherals”) for printing, transmitting and receiving, or
storing electronic information. See also the definitions of supplies and information technology systems in this
section.

Contract means, for the purpose of Federal financial assistance, a legal instrument by which a recipient or
subrecipient purchases property or services needed to carry out the project or program under a Federal award.
For additional information on subrecipient and contractor determinations, see § 200.331. See also the definition
of subaward in this section.

Contractor means an entity that receives a contract as defined in this section.

Cooperative agreement means a legal instrument of financial assistance between a Federal awarding agency and a
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recipient or a pass-through entity and a subrecipient that, consistent with 31 U.S.C. 6302–6305:

(1) Is used to enter into a relationship the principal purpose of which is to transfer anything of value to carry
out a public purpose authorized by a law of the United States (see 31 U.S.C. 6101(3)); and not to acquire
property or services for the Federal Government or pass-through entity's direct benefit or use;
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