
29 C.F.R. § 4231.12
Request for facilitated merger.

(a) General. (1) The plan sponsors of the plans involved in a proposed merger may request that PBGC facilitate
the merger. Facilitation may include training, technical assistance, mediation, communication with
stakeholders, and support with related requests to other government agencies. Facilitation may also
include financial assistance to the merged plan. PBGC has discretion under section 4231(e) of ERISA to take
such actions as it deems appropriate to facilitate the merger of two or more multiemployer plans if it
determines, after consultation with the Advocate, that the proposed merger is in the interests of the
participants and beneficiaries of at least one of the plans, and is not reasonably expected to be adverse to
the overall interests of the participants and beneficiaries of any of the plans involved in the proposed
merger. For a facilitated merger, including a financial assistance merger, the requirements of section
4231(b) of ERISA and subpart A of this part must be satisfied in addition to the requirements of section
4231(e) of ERISA and this subpart. The procedures set forth in this subpart represent the exclusive means
by which PBGC will approve a request for a facilitated merger under section 4231(e) of ERISA.
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