
29 C.F.R. § 4022.8
Form of payment.

(a) In general. Except as provided in § 4022.7 (relating to the payment of lump sums), the PBGC will pay
benefits—

(1) In the automatic PBGC form described in paragraph (b) of this section; or

(2) If an optional PBGC form described in paragraph (c) of this section is elected, in that optional form.

(b) Automatic PBGC form—(1) Participants—(i) Married participants. The automatic PBGC form with respect to a
participant who is married at the time the benefit enters pay status is the form a married participant would
be entitled to receive from the plan in the absence of an election.

(ii) Unmarried participants. The automatic PBGC form with respect to a participant who is unmarried at the time
the benefit enters pay status is the form an unmarried person would be entitled to receive from the plan in the
absence of an election.

(2) Beneficiaries—(i) QPSA beneficiaries. The automatic PBGC form with respect to the spouse of a married
participant in a plan with a termination date on or after August 23, 1984, who dies before his or her benefit enters
pay status is the qualified preretirement survivor annuity such a spouse would be entitled to receive from the
plan in the absence of an election. The PBGC will not charge the participant or beneficiary for this survivor
benefit coverage for the time period beginning on the plan's termination date (regardless of whether the plan
would have charged).
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