
29 C.F.R. § 2590.715-2714
Eligibility of children until at least age 26.

(a) In general. (1) A group health plan, or a health insurance issuer offering group health insurance coverage,
that makes available dependent coverage of children must make such coverage available for children until
attainment of 26 years of age.

(2) The rule of this paragraph (a) is illustrated by the following example:

Example.

(i) Facts. For the plan year beginning January 1, 2011, a group health plan provides health coverage for employees,
employees' spouses, and employees' children until the child turns 26. On the birthday of a child of an employee,
July 17, 2011, the child turns 26. The last day the plan covers the child is July 16, 2011.

(ii) Conclusion. In this Example, the plan satisfies the requirement of this paragraph (a) with respect to the child.

(b) Restrictions on plan definition of dependent—(1) In general. With respect to a child who has not attained age
26, a plan or issuer may not define dependent for purposes of eligibility for dependent coverage of children
other than in terms of a relationship between a child and the participant. Thus, for example, a plan or
issuer may not deny or restrict dependent coverage for a child who has not attained age 26 based on the
presence or absence of the child's financial dependency (upon the participant or any other person);
residency with the participant or with any other person; whether the child lives, works, or resides in an
HMO's service area or other network service area; marital status; student status; employment; eligibility
for other coverage; or any combination of those factors. (Other requirements of Federal or State law,
including section 609 of ERISA or section 1908 of the Social Security Act, may require coverage of certain
children.)
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