
29 C.F.R. § 1978.108
Role of Federal agencies.

(a)

(1) The complainant and the respondent will be parties in every proceeding. In any case in which the
respondent objects to the findings or the preliminary order the Assistant Secretary ordinarily will be the
prosecuting party. In any other cases, at the Assistant Secretary's discretion, the Assistant Secretary may
participate as a party or participate as amicus curiae at any stage of the proceeding. This right to participate
includes, but is not limited to, the right to petition for review of a decision of an ALJ, including a decision
approving or rejecting a settlement agreement between the complainant and the respondent.
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