
29 C.F.R. § 1928.57
Guarding of farm field equipment, farmstead equipment, and
cotton gins.

(a) General—(1) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to provide for the protection of employees from the
hazards associated with moving machinery parts of farm field equipment, farmstead equipment, and
cotton gins used in any agricultural operation.

(2) Scope. Paragraph (a) of this section contains general requirements which apply to all covered equipment. In
addition, paragraph (b) of this section applies to farm field equipment, paragraph (c) of this section applies to
farmstead equipment, and paragraph (d) of this section applies to cotton gins.

(3) Application. This section applies to all farm field equipment, farmstead equipment, and cotton gins, except
that paragraphs (b)(2), (b)(3), and (b)(4)(ii)(A), and (c)(2), (c)(3), and (c)(4)(ii)(A) do not apply to equipment
manufactured before October 25, 1976.

(4) Effective date. This section takes effect on October 25, 1976, except that paragraph (d) of this section is
effective on June 30, 1977.

(5) Definitions—Cotton gins are systems of machines which condition seed cotton, separate lint from seed,
convey materials, and package lint cotton.

Farm field equipment means tractors or implements, including self-propelled implements, or any combination
thereof used in agricultural operations.

Farmstead equipment means agricultural equipment normally used in a stationary manner. This includes, but is
not limited to, materials handling equipment and accessories for such equipment whether or not the equipment
is an integral part of a building.

Ground driven components are components which are powered by the turning motion of a wheel as the equipment
travels over the ground.

A guard or shield is a barrier designed to protect against employee contact with a hazard created by a moving
machinery part.

Power take-off shafts are the shafts and knuckles between the tractor, or other power source, and the first gear
set, pulley, sprocket, or other components on power take-off shaft driven equipment.

(6) Operating instructions. At the time of initial assignment and at least annually thereafter, the employer shall
instruct every employee in the safe operation and servicing of all covered equipment with which he is or
will be involved, including at least the following safe operating practices:

(i) Keep all guards in place when the machine is in operation;

Copyright © 2024 by Society of Corporate Compliance and Ethics (SCCE) & Health Care Compliance Association (HCCA). No claim to original US
Government works. All rights reserved. Usage is governed under this website’s .

- 1 -

Terms of Use

https://compliancecosmos.org/guarding-farm-field-equipment-farmstead-equipment-and-cotton-gins
https://www.hcca-info.org/terms-use
https://www.hcca-info.org/terms-use


(ii) Permit no riders on farm field equipment other than persons required for instruction or assistance in
machine operation;

(iii) Stop engine, disconnect the power source, and wait for all machine movement to stop before servicing,
adjusting, cleaning, or unclogging the equipment, except where the machine must be running to be properly
serviced or maintained, in which case the employer shall instruct employees as to all steps and procedures
which are necessary to safely service or maintain the equipment;

(iv) Make sure everyone is clear of machinery before starting the engine, engaging power, or operating the
machine;

(v) Lock out electrical power before performing maintenance or service on farmstead equipment.

(7) Methods of guarding. Except as otherwise provided in this subpart, each employer shall protect employees
from coming into contact with hazards created by moving machinery parts as follows:

(i) Through the installation and use of a guard or shield or guarding by location;

(ii) Whenever a guard or shield or guarding by location is infeasible, by using a guardrail or fence.
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