
29 C.F.R. § 1926.961
Deenergizing lines and equipment for employee protection.

(a) Application. This section applies to the deenergizing of transmission and distribution lines and equipment
for the purpose of protecting employees. Conductors and parts of electric equipment that have been
deenergized under procedures other than those required by this section shall be treated as energized.

(b) General—(1) System operator. If a system operator is in charge of the lines or equipment and their means of
disconnection, the employer shall designate one employee in the crew to be in charge of the clearance and
shall comply with all of the requirements of paragraph (c) of this section in the order specified.

(2) No system operator. If no system operator is in charge of the lines or equipment and their means of
disconnection, the employer shall designate one employee in the crew to be in charge of the clearance and to
perform the functions that the system operator would otherwise perform under this section. All of the
requirements of paragraph (c) of this section apply, in the order specified, except as provided in paragraph (b)
(3) of this section.

(3) Single crews working with the means of disconnection under the control of the employee in charge of the clearance.
If only one crew will be working on the lines or equipment and if the means of disconnection is accessible and
visible to, and under the sole control of, the employee in charge of the clearance, paragraphs (c)(1), (c)(3), and
(c)(5) of this section do not apply. Additionally, the employer does not need to use the tags required by the
remaining provisions of paragraph (c) of this section.
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