
29 C.F.R. § 1926.850
Preparatory operations.

(a) Prior to permitting employees to start demolition operations, an engineering survey shall be made, by a
competent person, of the structure to determine the condition of the framing, floors, and walls, and
possibility of unplanned collapse of any portion of the structure. Any adjacent structure where employees
may be exposed shall also be similarly checked. The employer shall have in writing evidence that such a
survey has been performed.

(b) When employees are required to work within a structure to be demolished which has been damaged by fire,
flood, explosion, or other cause, the walls or floor shall be shored or braced.

(c) All electric, gas, water, steam, sewer, and other service lines shall be shut off, capped, or otherwise
controlled, outside the building line before demolition work is started. In each case, any utility company
which is involved shall be notified in advance.
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