
29 C.F.R. § 1926.52
Occupational noise exposure.

(a) Protection against the effects of noise exposure shall be provided when the sound levels exceed those
shown in Table D-2 of this section when measured on the A-scale of a standard sound level meter at slow
response.

(b) When employees are subjected to sound levels exceeding those listed in Table D-2 of this section, feasible
administrative or engineering controls shall be utilized. If such controls fail to reduce sound levels within
the levels of the table, personal protective equipment as required in subpart E, shall be provided and used
to reduce sound levels within the levels of the table.
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