
29 C.F.R. § 1926.501
Duty to have fall protection.

(a) General. (1) This section sets forth requirements for employers to provide fall protection systems. All fall
protection required by this section shall conform to the criteria set forth in § 1926.502 of this subpart.

(2) The employer shall determine if the walking/working surfaces on which its employees are to work have the
strength and structural integrity to support employees safely. Employees shall be allowed to work on those
surfaces only when the surfaces have the requisite strength and structural integrity.

(b)

(1) Unprotected sides and edges. Each employee on a walking/working surface (horizontal and vertical surface)
with an unprotected side or edge which is 6 feet (1.8 m) or more above a lower level shall be protected from
falling by the use of guardrail systems, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems.

(2) Leading edges. (i) Each employee who is constructing a leading edge 6 feet (1.8 m) or more above lower
levels shall be protected from falling by guardrail systems, safety net systems, or personal fall arrest systems.
Exception: When the employer can demonstrate that it is infeasible or creates a greater hazard to use these
systems, the employer shall develop and implement a fall protection plan which meets the requirements of
paragraph (k) of § 1926.502.

Note:

There is a presumption that it is feasible and will not create a greater hazard to implement at least one of the
above-listed fall protection systems. Accordingly, the employer has the burden of establishing that it is
appropriate to implement a fall protection plan which complies with § 1926.502(k) for a particular workplace
situation, in lieu of implementing any of those systems.

(ii) Each employee on a walking/working surface 6 feet (1.8 m) or more above a lower level where leading edges
are under construction, but who is not engaged in the leading edge work, shall be protected from falling by a
guardrail system, safety net system, or personal fall arrest system. If a guardrail system is chosen to provide the
fall protection, and a controlled access zone has already been established for leading edge work, the control line
may be used in lieu of a guardrail along the edge that parallels the leading edge.
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