
29 C.F.R. § 1926.300
General requirements.

(a) Condition of tools. All hand and power tools and similar equipment, whether furnished by the employer or
the employee, shall be maintained in a safe condition.

(b) Guarding. (1) When power operated tools are designed to accommodate guards, they shall be equipped with
such guards when in use.

(2) Belts, gears, shafts, pulleys, sprockets, spindles, drums, fly wheels, chains, or other reciprocating, rotating
or moving parts of equipment shall be guarded if such parts are exposed to contact by employees or otherwise
create a hazard. Guarding shall meet the requirements as set forth in American National Standards Institute,
B15.1-1953 (R1958), Safety Code for Mechanical Power-Transmission Apparatus.

(3) Types of guarding. One or more methods of machine guarding shall be provided to protect the operator and
other employees in the machine area from hazards such as those created by point of operation, ingoing nip
points, rotating parts, flying chips and sparks. Examples of guarding methods are—barrier guards, two-hand
tripping devices, electronic safety devices, etc.

(4) Point of operation guarding. (i) Point of operation is the area on a machine where work is actually performed
upon the material being processed.

(ii) The point of operation of machines whose operation exposes an employee to injury, shall be guarded. The
guarding device shall be in conformity with any appropriate standards therefor, or, in the absence of applicable
specific standards, shall be so designed and constructed as to prevent the operator from having any part of his
body in the danger zone during the operating cycle.
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