
29 C.F.R. § 1926.1427
Operator training, certification, and evaluation.

(a) General requirements for operators. The employer must ensure that each operator is trained,
certified/licensed, and evaluated in accordance with this section before operating any equipment covered
under subpart CC, except for the equipment listed in paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

(1) Operation during training. An employee who has not been certified/licensed and evaluated to operate
assigned equipment in accordance with this section may only operate the equipment as an operator-in-
training under supervision in accordance with the requirements of paragraph (b) of this section.

(2) Exceptions. Operators of derricks (see § 1926.1436), sideboom cranes (see § 1926.1440), or equipment with a
maximum manufacturer-rated hoisting/lifting capacity of 2,000 pounds or less (see § 1926.1441) are not
required to comply with § 1926.1427. Note: The training requirements in those other sections continue to apply
(for the training requirement for operators of sideboom cranes, follow section 1926.1430(c)).

(3) Qualification by the U.S. military. (i) For purposes of this section, an operator who is an employee of the U.S.
military meets the requirements of this section if he/she has a current operator qualification issued by the U.S.
military for operation of the equipment. An employee of the U.S. military is a Federal employee of the
Department of Defense or Armed Forces and does not include employees of private contractors.

(ii) A qualification under this paragraph is:

(A) Not portable: Such a qualification meets the requirements of paragraph (a) of this section only where the
operator is employed by (and operating the equipment for) the employer that issued the qualification.

(B) Valid for the period of time stipulated by the issuing entity.

(b) Operator training. The employer must provide each operator-in-training with sufficient training, through
a combination of formal and practical instruction, to ensure that the operator-in-training develops the
skills, knowledge, and ability to recognize and avert risk necessary to operate the equipment safely for
assigned work.

(1) The employer must provide instruction on the knowledge and skills listed in paragraphs (j)(1) and (2) of
this section to the operator-in-training.

(2) The operator-in-training must be continuously monitored on site by a trainer while operating equipment.

(3) The employer may only assign tasks within the operator-in-training's ability. However, except as provided
in paragraph (b)(3)(v) of this section, the operator-in-training shall not operate the equipment in any of the
following circumstances unless certified in accordance with paragraph (c) of this section:

(i) If any part of the equipment, load line, or load (including rigging and lifting accessories), if operated up to the
equipment's maximum working radius in the work zone (see § 1926.1408(a)(1)), could get within 20 feet of a
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power line that is up to 350 kV, or within 50 feet of a power line that is over 350 kV.

(ii) If the equipment is used to hoist personnel.

(iii) In multiple-equipment lifts.

(iv) If the equipment is used over a shaft, cofferdam, or in a tank farm.

(v) In multiple-lift rigging operations, except where the operator's trainer determines that the operator-in-
training's skills are sufficient for this high-skill work.

(4) The employer must ensure that an operator-in-training is monitored as follows when operating
equipment covered by this subpart:

(i) While operating the equipment, the operator-in-training must be continuously monitored by an individual
(“operator's trainer”) who meets all of the following requirements:
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