
29 C.F.R. § 1918.43
Handling hatch beams and covers.

Paragraphs (f)(2), (g), and (h) of this section apply only to folding, sliding, or hinged metal hatch covers or to
those hatch covers handled by cranes.

(a)

(1) When hatch covers or pontoons are stowed on the weather deck abreast of hatches, they shall be arranged in
stable piles not closer to the hatch coaming than three feet (.91 m). Exception: On the working side of the
hatch, hatch covers or pontoons may be spread one high between the coaming and bulwark with no space
between them, provided the height of the hatch coaming is no less than 24 inches (.61 m). Under no
circumstances shall hatch covers or pontoons be stacked higher than the hatch coaming or bulwark on the
working side of the hatch.

(2) On seagoing vessels, hatch boards or similar covers removed from the hatch beams in a section of partially
opened hatch during cargo handling, cleaning or other operations shall not be stowed on the boards or covers
left in place within that section.
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