
29 C.F.R. § 1918.31
Hatch coverings.

(a) No cargo, dunnage, or other material shall be loaded or unloaded by means requiring the services of
employees at any partially opened intermediate deck unless either the hatch at that deck is sufficiently
covered or an adequate landing area suitable for the prevailing conditions exists. In no event shall such
work be done unless the working area available for such employees extends for a distance of 10 feet (3.05
m) or more fore and aft and athwartships.
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