
29 C.F.R. § 1918.24
Fixed and portable ladders.

(a) There shall be at least one safe and accessible ladder for each gang working in a single hatch. An effective
means of gaining a handhold shall be provided at or near the head of each vertical fixed ladder. No more
than two ladders are required in any hatch regardless of the number of gangs present.

(b) When any fixed ladder is visibly unsafe (or known to be unsafe), the employer shall identify such ladder
and prohibit its use by employees.

(c) Where portable straight ladders are used, they shall be of sufficient length to extend three feet (.91 m)
above the upper landing surface, and be positively secured or held against shifting or slipping. When
conditions are such that a straight ladder cannot be used, Jacob's ladders meeting the requirements of §
1918.23 may be used.

(d) For vessels built after July 16, 2001, when six inches (15.24 cm) or more clearance does not exist behind
the rungs of a fixed ladder, the ladder shall be deemed “unsafe” for the purposes of this section. Alternate
means of access (for example, a portable ladder) must be used.
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